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Holy Friday Worship 

by Linnea Good

with the use of the NRSV Gospel of Mark (adapted in places)

©2009 Borealis Music www.LinneaGood.com
from the Psalm-body’s Prayin’ Subscription Group

A Dramatic Telling of the events leading to the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. This multi-logue with movement would fit as a worship service or a portion of same. Its tone is not one of hushed reverence, but rather of a more intense and forthright telling. Music should be chosen to match this. On Holy Friday, it is appropriate to end the service without an uplifting end of any kind.

Cast/Leaders:

Presider

Prayer-leader - Might be the Presider, could be members of the cast below

Music Leaders – Choir, Director and Musicians

Scripture Readers and Tellers:

· Palm Storyteller (acting)

· Temple Reader (short)

· Betrayal1 and Betrayal2 storytellers (short)

· Passover1-Passover6 (6 acting, long parts)

· Court1-Court5 storytellers (short, scripted moments). These parts may be taken by the Passover actors. I have split them because of the sheer amount of memorization and reading in this script. 

Set- up:
The chancel is cleared of most everything. A long, low table is centre front on the chancel, with a dark tablecloth. The unlit Christ Candle sits in the middle, with 3 candles to each side of it. (Total 7 candles). Candle snuffer lies close by.

Six optional stools sit around the table (otherwise, actors can sit on the floor)

A microphone sits on a stand at the front of the chancel – for acting and telling

A lectern with a microphone stands to one side – for scripture reading and praying

A multi-directional microphone sits on the table (able to catch voices all around it)

Prelude: Reflective, meditative music of a medium feel (not too quiet)

Welcomes, Explanations, (no announcements): 

Palm Prologue

Palm Storyteller enters holding a broken palm branch

Palm Storyteller: I don't know what happened, honest-to-God, I don't know how it all went bad so fast. One day he's everybody's hero - the next he's public enemy number one. If I live forever I'll never get over this. I loved him. I gave up my life for him, really! I left everything I ever cared for behind so I could follow him. His way of talking made you feel like there was hope again – like there was meaning to it all. He taught us to pray. He spoke the Old Writings to us like they were stories. He told the children they had faith just like us old ones - and he told us old ones to have faith like a child. I wanted everything he had.

(with frustration) But, you know there was an edge to his words, too. I could hear it creep into his voice when he was talking to the law-keepers. They made him mad, you see – not because he didn't want to obey the laws. He loved the law, but he hated the way they laid it out like a trap for people, I think. I tried to tell him, "Jesus, you gotta tone it down, you gotta ease up. If you make the priests look like hypocrites, they will not forgive you." He said, "Let those who have ears hear."

(with increasing intensity) I saw the crowd come out and salute him when he rode into town – laying down their coats and blankets for his skinny donkey to walk on. They knew what he was doing. He was making a mockery of Herod's horse and chariots arriving at the west gate – with all their gold and swords and hate. The crowd loved it! They said, "He's King David all over again! Hosanna! Jesus, save us from this time of trial!" But, I said, "Jesus, are you mad?! Get out of town while you still can! If you work these people up against the rulers, the priests will not forgive you!  And you can believe that these people will not defend you when they come to get you! They will disappear – every one!" 

He stopped and he looked me in the eye and he said, "And what about you, my brother/sister? Will you disappear?" I had nothing to say, then. He knew I loved him. I just said, "But, Jesus - what if you can't win this one..?" 
Prayer: (Christ candle is lit) acknowledging that God is present with us always and everywhere, present in this place now, present in the story… 
Sing or Anthem: possibly Together Through the Valley (LGood) (during which all 6 remaining candles are lit)
Temple
Temple Reader: Then they came back to Jerusalem. Jesus went into the temple for a second time. And he began to drive out those who were selling and those who were buying in the temple. He overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those who sold doves. He would not allow anyone to carry anything through the temple. He was teaching and saying, "Isn’t it written: 'My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations'? But you have made it a den of robbers!" 

And when the chief priests and the scribes heard it, they kept looking for a way to kill him. They were afraid of him, because the whole crowd was spellbound by his teaching. And when evening came, Jesus and his disciples went out of the city.

Sing: Jesus Christ is Waiting (Iona)

Plotting the Betrayal
Betrayal Storytellers come out from right and left sides of the chancel. Both are carrying flashlights, shining them about. Betrayal1 shines the light directly in Betrayal2's eyes, and momentarily, Betrayal2 shields her/his eyes. As they begin to speak, they approach each other, ending by standing side by side at the front of the chancel.

Betrayal1: Now, it was two days before the Passover and the festival of Unleavened Bread. 

Betrayal2: The chief priests and the scribes were looking for a way to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill him. 

Betrayal1: For they said, "Not during the festival, or there may be a riot among the people. 

Betrayal2: Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went to the chief priests in order to betray him to them. 

Betrayal1: When they heard it, they were greatly pleased, and promised to give him money. 

Betrayal2: So he began to look for an opportunity to betray him.

Betrayal2 leaves as Betrayal1 snuffs one of the candles on the communion table and leaves.  

Passover – The Last Supper

Six Passover People enter, each holding 6 items: cups, plates, napkins, water glasses, water pitcher to fill glasses 6 times, cutlery, etc (each person holds multiples of a single item). They take places spaced around the table (Looking at it like a clock from the congregation: Passover1 at the front at 7:00, Passover2 at 5:00 o'clock, Passover3 at 3 o'clock, Passover4 at 1 o'clock, Passover5 at 11 o'clock, Passover6 at 9:00 o'clock).

As they arrive, each puts down one table item and stands still as Passover1 turns to the front to speak. (Ideally, they do this at exactly the same moment, making a collective "clunk" sound)

Passover1: On the first day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover lamb is sacrificed, Jesus's disciples said to him, "Where do you want us to go and make the preparations for you to eat the Passover?" 

Circle rotates clockwise, people set down one more item and Passover2 turns forward.

Passover2: So he sent two of his disciples, saying to them, "Go into the city, and a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him, and wherever he enters, say to the owner of the house, "The Teacher asks: 'Where is my guest room where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?'" 

Circle rotates, people set down one more item and Passover3 turns forward.

He will show you a large room upstairs, furnished and ready. Make preparations for us there." So the disciples set out and went to the city, and found everything as he had told them; and they prepared the Passover meal.

Circle rotates, people set down one more item and Passover4 turns forward.

When it was evening, he came with the twelve. And when they had taken their places and were eating, Jesus said, "Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me - one who is eating with me." They began to be distressed and to say to him one after another, "Surely, not I?" 

Circle rotates, people set down one more item and Passover5 turns forward.

He said to them, "It is one of the twelve, one who is dipping bread into the bowl with me. For the Human One goes as it is written of him, but woe to that one by whom the Human One is betrayed! It would have been better for that one not to have been born."

Passover6 starts to put down the final piece, which is a bowl, and all turn to look at him/her. A moment's pause as all eyes meet. Passover6 turns and walks out still holding the bowl – while the others watch silently. Passover1 snuffs the second candle. Others rotate, set down their piece and sit down around the table, along the sides and back only, as Passover1 comes forward to the microphone. 

Passover1: While they were eating, he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to them, and said, "Take; this is my body." Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, and all of them drank from it. He said to them, "This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many. Truly I tell you, I will never again drink of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God."  Passover1 sits down at 6 o'clock at the table, her/his back to the congregation. 

Prayer: for failures of will, for failures of vision, for failures of community…  

Choir anthem or 

Sing: Stay With Us Through the Night (Klusmeier/Farquharson, Voices United)

Gethsemane
Palm Storyteller: (returning to stand at the front) To stand your ground when the worst is coming, you have to rehearse it in your head until it is beyond thought - till it is reflex, a dance whose steps you have patterned your whole life upon. Us, we thought we could take on anything. But we knew nothing! The truth is, we had spent all our time arguing with him – telling him he didn't have to follow this thing through to some bad end. While we debated and talked and followed and loved him desperately, he spent his time asking God for help - for everything he needed to meet the power of evil head-on. We weren't ready. (leaves)

Passover1: (turns toward the people) When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. And Jesus said to them, "You will all become deserters; for it is written, 'I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.' But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee." 

Passover5: (coming to microphone, speaking to Passover1) Peter said to him, "Even though all become deserters, I will not."

Passover1: (to Passover5) Jesus said to him, "Truly I tell you, this day, this very night, before the rooster crows twice, you will deny me three times." 

Passover5: But he spoke very strongly to him, "Even if I had to die with you, I will not deny you." 

Passover2, 3, 4: (not necessarily in perfect unison or exact words) And all of them said the same. (They all said the same. All of them said it)

Passover5 goes back to table (9:00 o'clock) 

Passover1: They went to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, "Sit here while I pray." He took with him Peter and James and John, and began to be distressed and agitated. And he said to them, "I am deeply grieved - even to death. Remain here, and keep awake." 

Passover2: (at the table. During this, other Passover People slowly begin to sink down with chins resting on hands on the table) And going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from him. He said, "Abba, Father, for you all things are possible; remove this cup from me. Yet, not what I want, but what you want."

Sing: Out of the Depths I Cry (L Good) once, or Stay Awake (L Good) once
Passover3: He came and found them sleeping. And he said to Peter, "Simon, are you asleep? Could you not keep awake one hour? Keep awake and pray that you may not come into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak." And again he went away and prayed, saying the same words. 

Sing: Out of the Depths I Cry, or Stay Awake (L Good) once.
Passover4: And once more he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy… 

Passover5: … and they did not know what to say to him.

Sing: Out of the Depths I Cry, or Stay Awake (L Good) once.
Passover1: He came a third time and said to them, "Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? Enough! The hour has come; the Human One is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Get up, let us go. See - my betrayer is at hand."

Passover People awaken. As the following begins, the people around the table begin to tap with hands flat upon the table in unison, quietly at first and with gradually increasing intensity. Give it a beat if you wish, possibly adding in a hand-drum. Voices rise in the following lines to compete with the noise. (Note: if there is a strong majority of people with hearing impairments in the congregation, skip the tapping or keep it very low volume)

Passover6: (returning from off-side) Immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; and with him there was a crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders. 

Passover5: Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, "The one I will kiss is the man; arrest him and lead him away under guard." 

Passover6: So when he came, he went up to him at once and said, "Rabbi!" and kissed him.

Passover1: Then Jesus said to them, "Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest me as though I were a bandit? Day after day I was with you in the temple teaching, and you didn’t arrest me. But let the scriptures be fulfilled."

(Drum/hand beats immediately cease)

Passover2: And all of them deserted him. 

Passover3: They ran away.

All Passover People, except Passover4 and Passover5 look at each other and walk briskly away in all directions, taking places around the backs and aisles of the sanctuary. They are joined there by Court1-5, who stand in aisles and around the back of the sanctuary. Passover4 snuffs the third candle.

Sing or Anthem: perhaps Jesus I'll Stay Awake with You (LGood)
Denial
Passover 4, 5 come forward to the microphone

Passover4: They took Jesus to the high priest; and all the chief priests, the elders, and the scribes were assembled. Peter had followed him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the high priest; and he was sitting with the guards, warming himself at the fire. While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant-girls of the high priest came by. When she saw Peter warming himself, she stared at him and said, "You also were with Jesus, the man from Nazareth." 

Passover5: But …… he denied it.

Passover4: And he went out into the forecourt. Then the rooster crowed. And the servant-girl, on seeing him, began again to say to the bystanders, "This man is one of them." 

Passover5: But again he denied it. 

Passover4: Then after a little while, the bystanders again said to Peter, "Certainly you are one of them; for you are a Galilean." 

Passover5: But he began to curse, and he swore an oath. 

Passover4: At that moment the rooster crowed for the second time. Then Peter remembered that Jesus had said to him, "Before the rooster crows twice, you will deny me three times." 

Passover5: And he broke down and wept.

Passover5 snuffs fourth candle. Leaves to take a place in the church aisle.

Trial
Passover4: Now the chief priests and the whole council were looking for testimony against Jesus to put him to death.

(Note: As people standing in the aisle/back, Court People shout or speak forcefully. Crowd lines could come in almost on top of one another)

Court 1: But they found none! 

Court 2: For many gave false testimony against him!

Court 3: And their testimony did not agree! 

Court 4: Some stood up and gave false testimony against him!

Court 5: We heard him say, 'I will destroy this temple that is made with hands, and in three days I will build another - not made with hands!' 

Court 3: But even on this point their testimony did not agree!

Passover4: Then the high priest stood up before them and asked Jesus, "Have you no answer? What is it that they testify against you?"

Silence for fully 5 seconds

Passover4: Again the high priest asked him, "Are you the Messiah, the Child of the Blessed One?" 

Passover2: (walking forward to front, as Passover5 takes her/his place in the aisle) Jesus said, "I am; and 'you will see the Human One seated at the right hand of the Power,' and 'coming with the clouds of heaven.'" 

Passover4: Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, "Why do we still need witnesses?!! You have heard his blasphemy! What is your decision?" 

Court People: (not in unison or identical words) All of them condemned him as deserving death! (They all condemned him! They said he deserved death, so they condemned him!)

Passover4: Some began to spit on him,

Court1: to blindfold him! 

Court2: to strike him!

Court3: - saying to him, "Prophesy!" 

Court4: The guards also took him over and beat him.

Passover3 trades places with Passover4. Passover3 snuffs the fifth candle.

Prayer: for injustices, false witness, those imprisoned, tortured, those who know their leaders condone torture… 

Pilate
Passover2: As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and scribes and the whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate. Pilate asked him, 

Passover3: "Are you the King of the Jews?" 

Passover2: Jesus answered him, "You say so." 

Passover3: Then the chief priests accused him of many things. Pilate asked him again, 

Passover2: "Have you no answer? See how many charges they bring against you." 

Passover3: But Jesus made no further reply, so that Pilate was amazed.

Passover2: Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom they asked. Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had committed murder during the insurrection. 

Passover3: So the crowd came and began to ask Pilate to do for them according to his custom. Pilate realised that it was out of jealousy that the chief priests had handed him over. So he answered them, 

Passover2: "Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?" 

Passover3: But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him release Barabbas for them instead. Pilate spoke to them again: 

Passover2: (to the Aisle people) "Then what do you wish me to do with the man you call the King of the Jews?" 

Court and Passover People: "Crucify him!" 

Passover3: Pilate asked them, "Why? What evil has he done?" But they shouted all the more:

Court and Passover People: "Crucify him!" 

Passover2: So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas for them.

Passover3: And after flogging Jesus, 

Passover2: He handed him over to be crucified.

Passover2 snuffs the sixth candle. 

Sing: Were You There When they Crucified My Lord (with no triumphant final verse) or Anthem Psalm 22 - Why My God (by LGood)

Passover6: (barging forward and edging out Passover2&3) Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace - that is, the governor’s headquarters. And they called together the whole court. And they clothed him in a purple cloak; and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on him. And they began saluting him, ‘Hail, King of the Jews!’

Court and Passover People:  (not in unison) Hail, King Jesus!  (Jesus is King! King Jesus – Hail! etc)

Passover6: They struck his head with a reed, spat upon him, and knelt down in homage to him. After mocking him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him.

(All Court People file out of the aisles/back, perhaps to sit in a reserved back pew. Passover People come forward at their time to speak. After each has spoken s/he goes to the table, to slowly gather up the items s/he left there at the Passover scene, as the next person speaks. All stand together around the table until the end of the speaking)

Crucifixion

Palm Storyteller: (re-enters slowly). It just gets worse from here on in. Look, you're nice people and you've been through enough; God knows I have. You could leave right now. (looking around and seeing the congregation not leave) Yes, well - that's what I said to Jesus, isn't it. Of course you must hear it through to the end. (Sits on the chancel steps to listen)

Passover2: They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry his cross; it was Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus. Then they brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which means the place of a skull). And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh; but he did not take it. (Leaves the microphone to go to the table and gather up the items s/he laid down)
Passover3: And they crucified him, and divided his clothes among them, casting lots to decide what each should take. (Leaves the microphone to go to the table and gather up the items s/he laid down at Passover scene)

Passover4: It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. The inscription of the charge against him read, ‘The King of the Jews.’ And with him they crucified two bandits, one on his right and one on his left. Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying, ‘Aha! You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself, and come down from the cross!’ (Leaves the microphone to go to the table and gather up the items s/he laid down)
Passover5: In the same way the chief priests, along with the scribes, were also mocking him among themselves and saying, ‘He saved others; he cannot save himself. Let the Messiah, the King of Israel, come down from the cross now, so that we may see and believe.’ Those who were crucified with him also taunted him. (Leaves the microphone to go to the table and gather up the items s/he laid down)
Passover6: When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. At three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, ‘Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?’ which means, ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’ (Leaves the microphone to go to the table and gather up the items s/he laid down)
Passover1: When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, ‘Listen, he is calling for Elijah.’ And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, saying, ‘Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down.’(Leaves the microphone to go to the table and gather up the items s/he laid down)
Palm Storyteller: Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. Now when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said - and it was echoed in every heart that was close by, that day -  ‘Truly this man was God’s Son!’

(Christ Candle is extinguished by Palm Storyteller. When this is done, all Passover people file out)

Quiet, bare music – or silence - follows as the congregation leaves silently. 
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Post-script - What people have said about the Holy Friday Telling:

"What a fabulous piece without all the blood and atonement theology."


"I was spell-bound from the first words - couldn't wait to see and hear what was coming next."
 

Organizer: We had one rehearsal with just the table folk, about an hour, after our Maundy Thursday worship.  We then put the pieces together from 9:00 - 10:00 a.m. on Good Friday before leading the congregation through the worship service from 10:30 - 11:30 that morning. We are blessed to have several lay members with Drama experience, one taking the storytelling piece which was woven throughout the drama.  Several of the Sr. youth and young adults were the speakers from around the table.  The dishes were an excellent pick, but did need a little practice to gain the greatest effect.  
 

